Endorsement
The MAF Biosecurity New Zealand Standard: Importation of Dried, Preserved and Miscellaneous Plant Material into New Zealand is approved and issued in accordance with Section 22(1) of the Biosecurity Act 1993. 
Review
This MAF Biosecurity New Zealand import health standard is subject to ongoing review and amendment.
New Zealand import health standards are updated and published as necessary with the most recent version on the MAF Biosecurity New Zealand web site at: http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/regs/imports 1. INTRODUCTION 1.1 SCOPE This import health standard describes the phytosanitary requirements for the importation and clearance of the following groupings of dried and preserved foliage into New Zealand: -powdered plant material and liquid extracts; -dried plant material for further processing; -dried, bleached, dyed, freeze dried cut flowers, foliage and miscellaneous dried floral items for ornamental purposes; -brushwood items and -miscellaneous processed items made from or including dried plant material for various purposes.
EXCLUSIONS FROM THE SCOPE OF THIS STANDARD This standard does not cover the requirements for the following plant commodity classes:
• Importation of fresh cut flowers and foliage, refer to the import health standards listed at:
http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/regs/imports/plants/flowers-foliage • Importation of non perishable plant material for human consumption, prescribed in the import health standard: http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/files/ihs/bnz-npp-human.pdf • Importation of processed animal feeds of plant origin, prescribed in the import health standard:
http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/imports/plants/standards/bnz-pafp-imprt • Non-propagable forest produce, including products made of wood, bamboo, cane, rattan and willow, refer to the import health standards listed at: http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/regs/imports/plants/forest • Micsellaneous processed items derived from plants, or organic materials excavated from or beneath the earth's surface, for the purposes of fertilisers and growing media, are prescribed in the import health standard: http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/files/ihs/bnz-fertgro-imprt.pdf • Importation of any product containing live micro-organisms e.g. legume/seed inoculants and mushroom spawn. These products may be imported under a permit to import micro-organisms, refer to: http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/regs/imports/plants/micro 
REFERENCES

ABBREVIATIONS, ACRONYMS AND DEFINITIONS
See Appendix 1 for a list of abbreviations, acronyms, definitions and specifications.
EQUIVALENCE
It is expected that products will meet the conditions of this import health standard. If the product does not comply with the requirements but may meet the biosecurity outcomes sought, an application for a permit to import must be made with detailed supporting information about how the equivalent measure(s) will mitigate biosecurity risks may be made to MAFBNZ for a decision (see section 2.3.1 to apply).
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
All dried and preserved plant material must be clean and visually free of regulated plant pests (as specified by MAFBNZ), soil, unintentional wood or bark, other plant material or plant products (including grain or seeds) that would not be expected to be present, and any animal material, before biosecurity clearance can be given. To determine if a plant pest is regulated or non regulated see MAF's "Biosecurity Organisms Register for Imported Commodities": http://www.maf.govt.nz/biosecurity/pests-diseases/registers-lists/boric If a visually detectable pest is not listed in this register, the certifying NPPO must contact MAF (official contact point listed above) to establish the regulatory status of the pest.
2.1 PACKAGING All packaging must be clean and free from soil, non compliant wood packaging and other contaminants. For compliant wood packaging see: http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/imports/forests/standards/non-viable-forest-produce/woodpackaging-ihs.htm
2.2
TRANSPORT REQUIREMENTS All consignments must be packed and shipped in a manner to prevent contamination by regulated pests.
2.3
DOCUMENTATION On arrival in New Zealand all documentation will be inspected to ensure compliance with the requirements of this import health standard and any additional requirements specified on a permit to import. Documentation must be in the English language, and can be bilingual. Original or PDF versions of documentation is acceptable.
It is the importer's responsibility to ensure that documentation presented is clearly legible, describes the product in a manner that clearly identifies the goods being imported and a copy of the permit to import is included if this was required. Failure to do so may result in delays in obtaining authorised movement and/or biosecurity clearance, or the rejection of consignments.
Permit to Import
Permits to Import are generally not required for most of the dried floral material listed in this standard other than herbarium specimens, specimens for testing, analysis or research and some material for further processing. A permit to import is required for importation of a new product not listed in this standard. To apply for a permit to import plant products please complete the form on this web page: http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/forms/imports-plant-products To apply for a permit to import specimens for testing, analysis or herbarium samples please complete the form on this web page: http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/forms/imports-plants-ai-spmls
Phytosanitary Certificate
Where required in the commodity-specific requirements, a phytosanitary certificate must be provided by the NPPO in the exporting country for each consignment.
Treatment Certificate
Treatment certificates may be provided from treatment suppliers/operators approved for export treatments by the government in the country of origin. Invoice or batch information should match with treatment certificate entries.
Manufacturer's Certificate
Where provided for in the commodity-specific requirements, a manufacturer's certificate that complies with the requirements will be accepted for a processed product.
2.4
TREATMENTS Any treatment completed prior to shipment must comply with the requirements of this import health standard. All treatments given on arrival will be carried out at the importer's risk and expense.
In addition to treatment requirements listed in this document, consignments may also be treated with appropriate treatments on arrival with treatments listed in the MAF Standard: Approved BNZ Treatments For Risk Goods Directed For Treatment http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/border/transitional-facilities/bnz-std-abtrt Where a treatment is required prior to importation or a treatment option given, either a completed treatment certificate from the treatment supplier or a phytosanitary certificate with the treatment and rate recorded in the "Disinfestation and/or Disinfection Treatment" section of the phytosanitary certificate must be provided for each consignment. Processing details incorporating a minimum heating requirement may also be given as an additional declaration in the phytosanitary certificate.
Heat treatment with low humidity heat, 15 hour
A minimum of 85ºC core temperature for 15 continuous hours with 40% relative humidity.
2.4.2
Heat treatment for 4 hours (only for brushwood group 2 products in section 3.4) A minimum of 70 ºC core temperature for 4 hours.
Autoclaving
A minimum of 121ºC for 30 minutes at 100KPa.
Irradiation
A generic treatment for all seeds and plant products at a dose of 25kGy is accepted. The application of the irradiation treatment must be carried out in accordance with the International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures publication No. 18: Guidelines for the use of irradiation as a phytosanitary measure. The treatment must be recorded on either a treatment certificate or a phytosantiary certificate with the treatment and rate recorded in the "Disinfestation and/or Disinfection Treatment" section of the phytosanitary certificate Products imported via Australia and irradiated on entry into Australia Treatment certificates from Steritech (irradiation) which list the products but can not be linked to the imported goods directly may be accepted up to six months after treatment. These products must also be accompanied by a manufacturer's certificate stating that the raw materials used in the manufacture of the finished mixes are sourced exclusively from products imported under given batch numbers, which link with the given Steritech batch numbers. This provision is restricted to commercial consignments.
Ethylene oxide (not available in NZ)
One of the following rates must be used: Under initial minimum vacuum of 50 kilopascals at 1500g/m 3 for 4 hours at 50ºC; or 1500g/m 3 for 24 hours at 21ºC. Ethylene oxide treatment must be given within 21 days of arrival. A treatment certificate must link with the imported products.
2.4.6 Bleaching, dyeing, (only for fungal precaution/contamination; not for seed devitalisation) These treatments of dried material may be accepted in lieu of another treatment for foliage and cut flowers with no seeds prior to export, if stated in a section of this standard. A manufacturer's certificate is required describing the full process used with a current date and link to the invoice form.
• Dyeing in a non-aqueous solution.
• Dyeing in an aqueous solution must involve heating the plant material to a minimum of 80ºC in dyeing water for at least 3 minutes, followed by drying.
• Bleaching of plant material must be carried out in a solution of Sodium Hypochlorite of at least 3% concentration for a minimum of 8 hours, followed by drying.
Freeze drying
• Freeze drying (or 'lyophilisation' ) of foliage and cut flowers without any cones, capsules, seed head or seeds, must involve freezing to at least minus 20ºC, followed by sublimation (a partial vacuum stage and subsequent pressure changes) and drying over a minimum of 10 continuous days.
• Freeze drying of seeds and cut flowers with any cones, capsules, seed head or seeds must involve soaking in an aqueous solution for at least 24 hours prior to freezing to at least minus 20ºC, followed by sublimation (a partial vacuum stage and subsequent pressure changes) and drying over a minimum of 10 continuous days.
Fumigation with methyl bromide
(only for brushwood group 2 products in section 3.4, or if specifically determined on arrival in New Zealand)
Must be given at the rates and temperatures indicated in this table, for more than 24 continuous hours. 
Concentration
INSPECTION
Where inspection is required, the MAFBNZ Inspector will inspect the commodity to check for the presence of pests, signs or symptoms of pests, soil, seeds that would not be expected to be present or any other visually detectable contaminants. Inspections must be carried out in a transitional facility or biosecurity control area that has been approved by MAFBNZ as suitable for inspecting plant products. Products not inspected immediately on arrival in New Zealand must be stored in a transitional facility until such time as they are inspected.
All consignments not complying or suspected of not complying with the specifications detailed in this standard must be stored in a transitional facility until such time as they can be inspected and/or treated, directed to another facility for processing, given biosecurity clearance, reshipped or destroyed.
Inspection will not be required for material directed for heat treatment on arrival, or if specifically stated as not required in any entry in this IHS or on a permit to import. If products have been treated offshore and documents comply with the requirements of this IHS, inspection will generally not be required other than: -on an audit basis; -inititally for a new product or new source for some commodities imported commercially; -if inspection is specifically listed in the commodity section of this IHS.
For products where inspection is not required, MAF reserves the right at any time to validate product imported in the consignment through a commodity identification and reconciliation check to ensure consistency with the importation requirements Private consignments are subject to inspection at all times.
Sampling plan
Where inspection is required at a rate not otherwise stipulated in the commodity-specific conditions of this import health standard, a separate sample must be taken for each different item line within a consignment as specified in the sampling plan below. Samples may be taken from any part of the item line and shall include a selection of cartons/packages from different areas of the item line. 
Item line Standard Inspection Sample Size
COMMODITY SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS
DRIED PLANT MATERIAL MILLED TO A FINE POWDER AND LIQUID PLANT EXTRACTS
There are no biosecurity inspection requirements for commercially packaged powders, pastes or liquid plant extracts. Consignments must be accompanied by manufacturer's information describing the content, ingredients, physical form of the material and intended use.
DRIED PLANT MATERIAL FOR FURTHER PROCESSING
Material may be imported for the purpose of further processing into pharmaceutical/nutraceutical products or trial testing of machinery e.g. dried finely cut leaves, flowers, stems, roots and bark.
General requirements.
The following conditions must be met for material to be given biosecurity clearance at the border.
The material must be:
-commercially prepared and packaged;
-packed in quantities no greater than 25kg bags; -free of viable material of species listed in the MAF PBI as "Entry Prohibited"; -free of seeds which are regulated and the requirements of the MAF Standard "Importation of Seed for Sowing" will not be met; -free of viable material of a species new to New Zealand; -free of fungal material; -free of untreated or unprocessed bark other than finely cut; -free of plant parts cut or chopped into pieces generally larger than 1cm.
Permit to import: Not required
Inspection: Inspection on arrival is required in accordance with section 2.5.1. If contaminants are detected the material will require a treatment or the importer may apply for a permit for processing in a transitional facility.
Processing in a transitional facility
If any of the requirements of section 3.2.1 can not be met or a treatment is unsuitable for the nature of the product, consignments must be processed in a MAF approved transitional facility.
Permit to import: Required. Applications for a permit to import will be assessed to ensure that the proposed processing will mitigate any risks with the material and any contaminants. The assessment will include handling of remaining residues. (see section 2.3.1 to apply) Inspection: Material for further processing imported into a transitional facility will require inspection on arrival only if the material:
is not commercially prepared and packaged; is packed in quantities greater than 25kg bags; Or inspection is stated as required in the permit.
DRIED FLOWERS, FOLIAGE AND PLANT PARTS FOR ORNAMENTAL USE 3.3.1 Dried flowers, foliage, fruits and other plant parts for ornamental arrangements
• All dried floral cut flowers/stems must be in clean, new cartons/packages with each item individually packaged and labelled.
• Labelling must provide full scientific name to genus if the material is foliage only, or to genus and species if flowers/fruits/seed heads/seeds are included.
• All consignments must be accompanied by a Manufacturer's/Supplier's Certificate declaring the full scientific name if the material contains flowers/fruits/seed heads/seeds, or a genus name if the material is foliage only.
• Other dried plant parts or arrangements, and consignments heat treated or irradiated prior to or on arrival must be in clean packaging with appropriate labelling.
Reference is made in the 
Entry Requirements
• Brushwood, screening panels, roof thatching, screening or roofing rolls and garden frames must be free of leaves or roots (unless the dried leaves comprise the product) and be kept clean and free of seeds, pests, soil, animal material and any other contamination.
• All material in the consignment must be thoroughly dried and not capable of propagation.
• All consignments must be packed and shipped in a manner to prevent possible in-transit contamination by regulated pests.
Permit to import: Not required.
Phytosanitary certificate: A phytosanitary certificate issued by the NPPO of the exporting country must accompany all products in this grouping exported to New Zealand and state the full botanical name of the plant comprising the brushwood/screening/roof thatching.
If visually detectable pests are found, the certifying NPPO must establish their regulatory status prior to issuing the certificate. This information is available in MAF's "Biosecurity Organisms Register for Imported Commodities": http://www.maf.govt.nz/biosecurity/pests-diseases/registerslists/boric If a visually detectable pest is not listed in this register, the certifying NPPO must contact MAF (official contact point listed above) to establish the regulatory status of the pest.
Treatment:
The treatment is to be recorded in the "Disinfestation and/or Disinfection Treatment" section of the phytosanitary certificate or on a separate treatment certificate.
Products have been divided into the following two groupings for treatment requirements:
Group 
hours or Irradiation and inspection
Inspections of regularly imported commercial consignments with a good history of conformance on a same importer/same supplier basis, may have the inspection frequency or rates that are specified in section 2.5 reduced following profiling work and associated development of internal record management.
MISCELLANEOUS DRIED OR PROCESSED ITEMS FOR VARIOUS OTHER USES MADE FROM OR INCLUDING DRIED PLANT MATERIAL
Application must be made to MAF Biosecurity New Zealand for a permit to import any other processed product made from dried or processed material not currently listed in this standard, see section 2.3.1. MAFBNZ will assess whether the type of processing involved prior to importation is adequate to manage the risk for the proposed use.
Where there is a requirement for inspection in the following tabulation inspections of regularly imported commercial consignments with a good history of conformance on a same importer/same supplier basis, may have the inspection frequency or rates reduced following profiling work and associated development of internal record management.
Reference is made in the Clean fibres, basketware, matting, hats, bags and woven handicraft items (including corn dollies) derived from dried leaves, stems or straw of
• Millet (Sorghum) including broom millet; • unidentified leaves for medicinal/religious purposes and all unspecified dried leaves, stems or fibres.
Commercial
Heat treatment OR for items heated in processing, a manufacturer's certificate giving details of the heat process.
Clean fibres, basketware, matting, hats, bags, woven handicraft items and furniture parts, frames derived from
Pandanus (Pandanus spp), • Corypha, • Abaca (Undersheath of Musa textilis ), water hyacinth stems as woven parts of furniture.
All consignments Inspection
Corn Cob Products
Corn cobs with kernels, lacquered for genetic teaching laboratories Permit applications for dried herbarium specimens imported in accordance with ERMA approval NOC002466, must be accompanied by the details of the containment facility accredited under MAFBNZ Standard 155.04.09 PC1 Plant herbaria.
Applications for importation of specimens that do not fully meet the ERMA approval requirements e.g. fresh or partially dried or not originating from Index Herbariorum herbaria or government agencies can be made as under section 3.6.2.
Dried plant material and plant extracts imported for all other laboratory testing, analysis and research
Permit to import: Required.
An application for a permit to import must be made for importation of dried material intended for laboratory testing, analysis or research. (see section 2.3.1 to apply). The MAF assessment will determine if the material may be given biosecurity clearance on arrival, or if biosecurity direction to a transitional facility is required and any inspection requirements.
Plant nucleic acids
DNA/RNA material for research or diagnostic purposes is to be imported under the MAFBNZ standard: Import Health Standard for the Importation of Biological Products into New Zealand (add link when issued soon) (see section 2.3.1 to apply).
PLANT MATERIAL PRESERVED IN ALCOHOL AND OTHER PRESERVATIVES
All material is to be declared to a MAFBNZ Inspector on arrival in New Zealand. Plant material that has been preserved (immersed) in alcohol (ethanol, methanol, 50, 70 or 75% v/v) , FAA (Formalin/formaldehyde, acetic acid) may be transferred to damp alcohol soaked paper for a flight and must be accompanied by a declaration of content(s) issued by the supplying research institution or manufacturer (see appendix 2). If the material contains seeds or fruits containing seeds or traces of soil, the declaration must indicate that the material has been immersed in alcohol for a minimum of 48 hours. Material transported by ship should still be immersed in the preservative if possible.
If a declaration from an institution or manufacturer is not available or there is any reason to doubt that there has been satisfactory immersion of the material prior to export, the importer may be given the option of further immersion in alcohol for a minimum of 48 hours after arrival, to be carried out in a transitional facility or by an approved treatment provider.
Microscope slides of fixed, preserved plant tissue (including micro-organisms) sealed onto glass microscope slides under glass coverslips have no certification or inspection requirements.
INTERCEPTIONS OF PESTS AND CONTAMINANTS
Pests: If live organisms are detected during inspection, the importer is to be given the option of pest identification, treatment, reshipment or destruction. If the identification option is selected and the organism is regulated, the product may be treated, reshipped or destroyed as directed by the MAFBNZ Inspector. The product may be given biosecurity clearance if the pest identified is classified as non-regulated.
Soil contamination:
Products or items contaminated with soil shall be washed free of soil if possible, or treated in accordance with the treatment standard, or reshipped or destroyed at the importer's option and expense.
Seed contamination: If products are contaminated with regulated weed seeds, prohibited or unidentified seeds the MAFBNZ Inspector will determine the action to be taken.
If signs or symptoms of pests or other contaminants not listed above are detected, the MAFBNZ Inspector will determine the action to be taken.
Any treatments given will be in accordance with the standard: BNZ-STD-ABTRT Approved Biosecurity Treatments For Risk Goods Directed for Treatment http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/files/regs/stds/bnz-std-abtrt.pdf All treatments will be carried out at the importer's risk and expense.
BIOSECURITY CLEARANCE
If the MAFBNZ Inspector is satisfied that the entry conditions have been met, biosecurity clearance of the consignment will be given.
All consignments not complying with the specifications detailed in this import health standard must be stored in a transitional facility until biosecurity clearance can be given, or until the consignment is inspected, treated, directed to another facility for processing, reshipped or destroyed.
APPENDIX 1
Additional declaration A statement that is required by an importing country to be entered on a phytosanitary certificate and which provides specific additional information on a consignment in relation to the regulated pests [IPPC] .
AOSA approved laboratory
Association of official seed analysts.
Bark
The outer protective covering of a tree formed by the cork cambium and phloem tissues.
Biosecurity clearance
Clearance under section 26 of the Biosecurity Act 1993 for the entry of goods into New Zealand.
Certificate
An official document which attests to the phytosanitary status of any consignment affected by phytosanitary regulations [FAO, 1990] .
Consignment
Goods listed on, or covered by, a single bill of lading, airway bill, declaration, or invoice.
• Note 1: Commercial consignments are unaccompanied consignments covered by an airway bill/bill of lading intended for resale or manufacture.
• Note 2: Private consignments are accompanied consignments imported as personal property which are not intended for resale.
• Note 3: Unaccompanied private consignments are consignments covered by an airway bill/bill of lading, or items via the mail pathway, and imported as personal property.
A pest of potential economic importance to the area endangered thereby and not yet present there, or present but not widely distributed and being officially controlled [FAO, 1990; revised FAO, 1995; IPPC 1997] Regulated non-quarantine pest A non quarantine pest whose presence in plants for planting affects the intended use of those plants with an economically unacceptable impact and which is therefore regulated within the territory of the importing contracting party [IPPC, 1997] Regulated pest A quarantine pest or a regulated non-quarantine pest [IPPC, 1997] A pest of potential economic importance to New Zealand and not yet present there, or present but either not widely distributed and being officially controlled, or a regulated non-quarantine pest, or having the potential to vector another regulated pest into New Zealand.
Transitional facility
A place approved or part of a port declared, in accordance with section 39 of the Biosecurity Act 1993 for the purpose of inspection, storage, treatment, quarantine, holding or destruction of uncleared goods.
Treatment
Official procedure for the killing, inactivation or removal of pests, or for rendering pests infertile or for devitalisation [FAO, 1990 , revised FAO, 1995 ISPM No 15, 2002; ISPM No 18, 2003; ICPM 2005] .
